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Yesterday, the Commission voted to revise a safety standard for infant swings.  I voted against 

the rule change because it fails to improve the safety of infant products, as I recently did with a 

similar change to the infant bouncer rule.   

 

In 2012, CPSC converted an optional standard relating to the safety of inclined infant swings to a 

mandatory rule.  If the underlying optional rule changes, the Commission must determine 

whether the change improves safety.  When it does not, we must vote against the change. 

 

Here, the proposed changes make minor alterations to the warning label on infant swings but do 

not improve safety.  While the update seems to relate to the very real risk of infants sleeping in 

the products, it does not change the design of the products to make them safe for sleep.  I see no 

evidence that the proposed warning label will change how consumers use these products.   

 

As I have stated on multiple occasions, I expect voluntary standards bodies to provide all 

necessary evidence to the Commission demonstrating that a revision to a product safety rule 

under Section 104 of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act improves safety.  Here, that 

information was not provided, and thus I am compelled to vote against this change.  

 

I will also continue to reiterate that only a firm, flat surface is safe for infant sleep.  Warning 

labels on inclined products do not make them safe for sleep.    

  


